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From t he c feditors deskn 6 s
Chairmandés chatter.

Over the years our clubs numbers have dropped and with it the participation and enthusiasm of its members. At
the last AGM in June we considered disbanding the club but it was unanimously decided that we should continue
at least for one more year and then re-assess. | now look back over the past six months and | see promise. We
have in place a magnificent website www.jdcn.co.za Thanks Theo and also this in no small measure due to the
dedication and competence of our webmaster John Austin-Williams to whom we are truly thankful. There was also
great response from our member s; j ust |l ook at the
other initiatives were also taken, for example, we made name tags for all the members and Rene Missen very
kindly had made, and donated, exquisite shirts for our members.

We have been on runs with our midlands friends and celebrated our Twenty-year anniversary lunch in style at
Kei t h dseCarkadrre Whata great venue and again shared with our midlands friends. We had special caps
made for this occasion.

The run to the Victoria club for lunch earlier in the year was arranged by Nigel and was a combined effort with the
local Bentley and Rolls Royce enthusiasts. This was a great success and set the tone for similar combined events
in the future. The same approach was applied for the Christmas lunch .again arranged by Nigel, who did an
excellent job for us on behalf of the Bentley, Rolls and Jaguar fraternity. We are very grateful to Nigel for his
efforts and hope that there will be other opportunities in future.
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The Mica event.

This was also a great success! When did you last see such a spread of seventeen classic Jaguars. We need to
look for similar opportunities in the future. The event is reported in detail (with some stunning photographs) and
can be found in our web under Events /past event. We also had some support from our Pietermaritzburg friends
and their presence was certainly appreciated. A great time was had by all!

And the joint venture with the Bentley club at the Durban Country club was a great finale. We hope to put together
a short write up on this event soon.

Yes we have had some super events this year and joining forces with the Bentley club and Pietermaritzburg lads
seems the way to go. There is no need to dwindle on that just look at the write ups under past events in the web
site!

We have no events planned for the early part of the year and would greatly appreciate some ideas. We have
heard rumour of a visit to the Steinbank castle and lunch (or breakfast) runs to the Valley of a Thousand Hills or
Midland meander. | would greatly appreciate if one of our members could take the initiative and firm up some
events.

| understand that there are some folks interested in the Goodwood revival event next year. Speaking from
experience | can assure you this is an event of a Lifetime. Sure, it is expensive because of the air fares and
accommodation, but if you can afford it you will never regret it! Some 2000 classics in the car park. Please contact
me if you need any details as it sells out!

Some folks are also thinking of attending the George car show and then Knysna speed week later. The Cape club
is organising the Jaguar jamboree for September. Some great events in the pipeline and there must be
opportunities for a bunch of our members to attend in a same way we did for the Queenstown run last year to
celebrate the 50" anniversary of the E Type? Please contact me if you are interested?

A single club logo was unfortunately, not resolved. We have a growler and this was the preferred option by only
by a margin of one! Vincent had some other logos developed by a graphic artist which Doug kindly agreed to
sponsor. A short list of growler and leaper logos was sent out for our members to consider. Sadly, the response
was very poor. Vincent took the initiative and did some canvassing during the MICA event and we decided the
club should have both: an example a Leaper and a Growler.

Theo and | visited the Dealer principle at Umhlanga Jaguar to gauge their interest in participating in some of our
club events. Their response was very positive. They agreed to join us at our Christmas lunch sending seven
couples. We also used the opportunity to touch on the subject of our logo. It seems that we could actually violate
patent rights by using a leaper and /or growler in our logo. The DP agreed to take this up with Jaguar on our
behalf. Our club logos, Leaper and Growler, have been sent to Jaguar SA and UK for approval. We certainly do
not want to run foul of Jaguar in this regard! We are waiting for a response.

Here they are:

JAGUAR

DRIVERS CLUB o/ NATAL

This month we have two new members, Chris Swale and Mervyn Payne. Welcome guys, we are so pleased to
have you with us.



And what of the future of our club?

As | mentioned previously | will be standing down as chairman next year. This year the administration of the club
has been a tall order. | have, with a great deal of help from Theo, Jill and Lyne tried to cover all portfolios. | have
done this in addition to running a business, acting as an advice consultant and facing some rather difficult
personal issues. We need to find a new chairman next year and the other office bearers to support him. If that
cannot be resolved then | believe the club will not be able to continue. Please give this matter some serious
consideration. In the light of the progress we have made this year it will be very sad indeed if the club folds!

In conclusion may | take this opportunity to wish all a very happy Christmas, a prosperous and above all healthy
2013.

Forthcoming Events

We donét have any events planned for the next month

Technical.

A very interesting Motor road test from 1963 (Submitted by Peter Culling)

76 “MOTOR ™ ROAD TESTS

Extended Road Test No. 44/6
MotoreErmemr

@ MAKERS Jaguar Cars Ltd., Coventry.
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P
N many/ways, the Mk 10 Jaguar looks better than it is,
I yet for £2,000 it is difficult to think of any other saloon
that provides in combination the same degree of com-=
fort, performance, handling and prestige. Despite advanced
engineering in the chassis and suspension, the best part of
this car is still the 16 year-old XK engine. Identical with
that used in the E-type sports car, it is smooth, astonish-
ingly flexible and, with 265 b.h.p., powerful enough to give
a top speed of 120 m.p.h. and impressive acceleration.

If the car cost another £1,000 (as it reasonably might) no
doubt the sound damping and trim would be much better.
Although generally quiet, the engine and gearbox can be
<clearly heard under heavy acceleration and the decorative
woodwork has a skin-deep quality, revealed by close in-
spection. Like the gracefully bulbous sides that make for
thick doors rather than interior space, effect has been
placed before function: some people like it, others do not.
An absurd Iack of lateral support mars the otherwise
comfortable seats in which five people (six if one sits
partly sideways) may stretch and relax, and there is vast
g luggage space in the boot. eating and ventilaton fall
short of many cars costing a third as much.

. The excellence of the handling, brakes and steering are
all masked under certain conditions by various short-
;comings, and the manual gearbox, although mastery of it
an give great satisfaction, is clderly in design and, to most
drivers, out of place in such plush’ surroundings, The
tomatic alternative is a more natural choice.
Cheap at the price (but expettsive to run) the Mark 10 is
car high in the status symbol stakes yet, despite the
'1, l'ik‘i(nzg appearance, lacks the character of the smaller
pMark 2s,

‘erformance

E would be a very unenthusiastic mototist who felt no emotion
:L on lifting the bonnet of a Mark 10 to reveal the polished,
flaenificent machinery that lies beneath.- Jt js as smooth and
Rowerful and thirsty as it looks. Non-Jaguar drivers might dismiss
K2 tall tale the fascinating flexibility (even better than that of the
rk 26) that allows fop gear to pull silkily from 7 to 120 m.p.h.
¢ acceleration js deceptively rapid when using the red-lined
p00 r.p.m. limit in all the gears, Fifty m.p.h, takes a mere 8.4 sec.
foreach from rest, and 100 m.p.h.—a ‘usable speed on quite short
puidisnts—under 33 sec. In 7 sec. more you can be standing still
Dezpite the car's size, accelerstion like this allows fast

¥s over crowded roads by using gaps for overtaking that are
ther saloons and even most sports cars. In
top gear acceleration feels quite leisurely but the. stop
Tapley meter prove it to be good and unusually consistent;
2.90 m.p.h. (9.9 sec.) takes only 2 second longer than 10 to 30
with the best Tapley reading recorded between 40 and 60
(8.5 sec,), Third gedr gives similarly impressive results
=2 10 and 80 m.p.h., each 20 m.p.h. increment taking between
sec. Overdrive top is reserved for quiet and effortless

ng and saves between 1,7 ‘m,p.g. {at 30 m.p.h.) and 3.9 m.p.g.
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erdrive

(at 100 m.p.h.) over direct top besides relaxing the revs to a mere
3,920 r.p.m. at 100 m.p.h. An easy re-start was made on alin3
test hill. Reliable cold starting and a completely untemperamental
warming-up period stem from an automatic rich-mixture device
that Jaguar have used for many years.

Transmission

IT is justifiably fashionable to be rude about Jaguar gearboxes and
we must echo yet again the criticism that the manual hox is
unworthy of the car. Most customers will probably specify the more
appropriate automatic; those who enjoy stirring a gear lever may
well like this cumbersome mechanism because it is rather vintage
and a bit of a challenge: splendid entertainment if you like that
sort of thing (as some of our testers did). The sporty-locking lever
has a long travel-—especially into first, which is sometimes difficule
to engage at rest—and is rather heavy. Contrary to popular opinion,
however, it is not essential to double de-clutch but as the handbook
so honestly observes ‘‘movement should be slow and deliberate’ to
allow the weak synchromesh to do its Jjob without crunching the
gears. It is a box that needs more learning than most but, with
practice, changes can be made surprisingly quickly. Like the gear
lever, the very smooth clutch needs a long and rather heavy pedal
movernent to disengage and, in character with its vintage feel, the
gearbox whines quite loudly, especially in first under hard accelera-.
tion.

The useful Laycock-de Normanville overdrive, operated by a
stalk protruding from the right of the steering column, works on top
gear only and engages with a jerk unless the accelerator is momen-
tarily released, when the change can be imperceptible, Similarly,
the throttle must be accurately blipped to avoid a lurch when
changing down to direct drive.

In Brief-

Price £1,723 plus purchase tax £359 10s. 5d. equals
£2,082 10s, 5d,

Capacity .. .. P . .. 3,781 c.c.
Unladen kerb weight .- .. . . 352 cwt,
Acceleration:
20-40 m.p.h. in top gear ., - . 8.8 sec.
0-50 m.p.h. through gesrs . o 8.4 sec.
Maximum top gear gradient .. o 1in8.4
Maximum speed . o .. -« 120 m.p.h.
Overall fuel consumption .. . .. 13.6 m.p.g.
Touring fuel consumption .. .. 19.8 m.p.g.

Gearing: 21.1 m.p.h. in top gear at 1,000 r.p.m,
{overdrive 25.5 m.p.h.)







